governments with s .
gemocrac_ies, and t‘i‘;"gﬁtgxtﬁus Minorities
variables in hjs research mode]

In contrast ) .
aicide bombingts(j gslt’:ilev:’:gieand Rglter believe that Islam is an imporfant factor in
They found ther uslim ser i no;fsxmply attaglfs developed to use against the West.
more Muslims are targeted j ° su €r more suicide attacks than Western states, and
occupying a foreign land voip, . Cid€ attacks than any other group. A democracy
oo with a different religion has little to do with these attacks
they argue. The presence of Islam is more i :

bombing makes the tactjc m

portant, and past experience with suicide
ore acceptable and more likely.
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experience attacks more frequently than
at Pape missed this point because he used different

(2000) suggests that
Precursors of suicide bombings. After examining
have in common; cween 1983 and 2000, Gunaratna sees three things that all attacks
1avi  fn e emon- secrecy, reconnaissance, and rehearsal. He believes that local groups
) e CI€t to prepare the bomber and the target area. Because locals can blend
in with the surroundings, they provide s

) upplies and info
onnaissance of

i
{
ﬁ
for suicide bombing (Institute for 3
Counter-Terrorism, 2001). i
Cronin finds, however, that different models have emerged over time. The LTTE |
trained suicide bombers from an early age. The PKK leadership coerced victims to l
ings. The September 11 suicide attacks defied the previous ‘

models, and bombings in

Chechnya represent a different combination of social and
psychological factors. There is no single model for suicide bombing.

> Why is suicide used as a weapon?
Self- > What do empirical studies suggest about suicide terrorism?
Check
>

How might suicide terrorism be stopped?

Tactical Misunderstandings and Gender

Criminologists frequently complain that females are often ignored in the study. of
crime, unless the study focuses on victimization. Researchers have said the same thing
about the study of gender and terrorism (Oliverio and Lauderdale, 2005; S]gberg,

2009). The main reason for this is a cultural stereotype that bracke_:t_s women in tra-
ditional roles. Many researchers and the general public do ot envision women per-
forming the “male” terrorist tasks (Neuberger and Valentini, 1996, pp. 28-36; sce




] Contexts .
lity. Women have been aqd remajp,
ignore reality: crease the tactical effe..

itudes 3 in
. These attitu B¢ ne. They :
also Maleeha, 2012) d their role is increasing erterrorism efforts.
promSsy Cuse Tl d the complexity of count
ps an

; i Socia
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active in te 4
tiveness of terrorist grou

anization i ist groups j

Tactical Roles c;,nd ?;(?08) found that the role of womer T P B tacec,
alez-Perez 15, . f organiz .
zlated to the political orientation of ?jnin the decades after World War g,

losely re e e
She cxamine anizations that emers ational focus and those that ep,.

i orist Org : !

She examined 26 terr _ e ith an intern :

She separated these groups into thosP e the term international focus to refe,
ez-

braced domestic issues. (C}ongal e O ¢ thie rexiy AOMESHIE sy i

el o O e e € s Zrigerned with political or social problems,)
i ithi i untry ¢ [

term international focus  efer 1o groups vy;thm a smglf co l an}:j AR, s t.o.the i,

fo refer to terrotist groups  yyo.. fip dings indicate that politica OO o, selinions traditions, o

Operaring in multiple women play in terrorist groups. She says that pa s

Margaret Gon

international focus:

| i i i rocess.
countries. political orientation are the dominant influences txt?at(:}iz fto st e oogac
e & - that women are more a - ;
Gone e ot oo oo e 1 The reason, she believes, deals with the purposes
Gonzalez-Perez uses the  zatjons than to international groups. 5

| o domitic buesto o o respective groups. Domestic organizations are focused on rev&;llutlontand :lof?al
refet to groups within a change. Women are attracted to such groups because they have a chance to redefine
C: '} ff,};m:ﬁ,-:;:;hange their roles, and males and females welcome them because they want thf: same change,
e of fhat nation.  Some groups even have a feminist agenda. Women also have opportunities for leade{-
ship in revolutionary groups. International terrorists resist outside forges.such as capi-
talism and imperialism. They try to defend a traditional culture that hrmt§ the role of
women. Yet, women also emerge in traditional organizations when there is a need to
recruit personnel and when terrorism becomes a popular means of social expression.
Gathering data from a variety of geographical areas, Gonzalez-Perez offers a strong
argument. After examining domestic and international terrorism in the Americas,
Africa, the Middle East, Asia, and Europe, her data show that women in domes-
tic groups gravitate toward combat and leadership. The same findings reveal that
women in international groups are given more limited roles. International terrorists
tend to employ women as supporters, sympathizers, and spies. They seldom receive
Ulricke Meinhof: combat or lgadership positions. This pattern remains constant even in social systems
T i o e For xampleshe sy hatone ol sk o
Faction with Andreas combat roles, but the opposite is true lll\/Iostn(ljeenia ‘livouclldsblum fema!e leadershlp A
Baader in 1970, She was o lic - . -ntral and South American groups have
\ thecoleader of the graup. . Vi1l revolutionary focus, Women move into active roles because the roups a
V}  Aurestedin 1972, she com. S€€king to restructure their culture and political structure Ev gl
¢ mitted suicide in prison,  that she studied produced a common trend: Domestic grou.ps ei;}l;l;g eo'gr?ipt}llljcal la rei
women PR asized the role o
/f" ' Leila Khalid: (b, 1944) Cing;e;::?t}g(t)l(]);)g ?flflfril stlilo 'Stated Feonindsg Sy
milar argument

Was a member of the

' after examining th b i
w . 3 . e
Pogtiar o ofoh}nen.lm secular and religioys terrorist groups, Using the groy sgLib ffhav'lI?r .
Il; t;e;gon of Palestie o Zml Ealam (LTTE), Hamas, and Islamic Jihad, Ness argues Izh t efztlon rror.
In 1963 L:hiu was part of M began around 1948, Females played ap immediate 1o Wi ey
aircrafnh;t jacked four  tO support and service i, religious terrorist gy b by S
et vt\;lcre de- leadershlp positions in secular organizat; e ihey developed oo aet and
S slfser;lfasifgsers constang o 0 ol ersd lgar}lz?nons. Ness argues that this has been fairly
‘ arked: ; ! €ological terrori
A:em din 1970 afrer . Memhof and Leila Khalid a5 cxamplis of fem(;f:esm aft(?r 1'968. ohe
i et im. Both women only served oy b Participation jp revolutionary terrop.
e 'was relcas‘gd as part of msplratlon for Sup ort i atants’ the
a prisoner exchange. i il Unfortunatel H beli
1gnored the role of women in luti e
revolutionary groups,




ethnic 8roups ¢

[ path in each of t

i relegated femaleg t

upg i ! roles of women, Given

3 Conservanve Male-dominateq religious terrorists
O secondary Status. Ethpjc 5 ionalistj i

for women, ope Would
nationalistjc movemems,
is that these Mmovemenys appealed to 5 Wider aydj
women, but the 8roups

and ethnjc nationa];

th_at,the" roles will ; ieves that because they are so Dumerous, they
will Increasingly receive combay assignments, Aside from all of the traditional restric-
tions of male—dommated religj i ; .

women are available, they are 8iven comp

believe that religioys 8roups wijjj continue to [imj; th
ership. Women Mmay begin org

charge out of necessity when

€ OPportunity for female lead-
anizing and taking leadership roles, or they may take
male leaders 5p¢ Captured or killed.

have no concerp about popular support, and if they lose, they beliew.: a'deity will
call new followers to carry the struggle forward. Ideology and mission affect

took advantage of this, and suicide bombings increas?q. As such attacks became
more routine, audiences rew accustomed to seeing su1c1c!e.bombers. Some gcrror-
Ist groups seeking increased psychological impact from suicide attacks, sought new
types of bc;mbers They began using women. Both researchers andfthe c;i)ubhc behev}c:d

y i lami 2013). They refused to accept the

anipulated into the act (Deylami, _ ept

i‘c;]:;n tir;:v vil:mn;n nﬁ'ght be devoted to a cause and motivated to sacrifice their lives
(Nacos, 2005 ).

Overlooking Female Terrorists: A 'I_'achcal Mistake by thee role b
If women have been terrorists throughout history, one wolnders why thz ¢ been 1
bee looked. Alisa Stack-O’Conner (200?) says female fem}““g = | &

nd(}:)irtl?: saem.e reason that female criminality has been underplayed. Researcheps
nore
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120 PART 1 e Terrorism in Historical and ists or criminals, and hefn they do lof?k at
s -~ rcement offj :
; wormen as terrorists n, law enfo cers ct
do not tend to think Ofall())' see them as victims. In addition, fun Sl
usu it i oo
females, researchers ] d because it is generally 5. A
o arrest females. overlooke . . tentic
do not tend t that women have been ericans like to think of female

Other SChCl . 1 vlolent male OCClI N (:!OO 5), aIld I“Il I [ I

. ing to Cin 1
! tion, according ists. When females are used 5
terromf; o abil:;t the idea that females are teggg;t)sbelieves they are following
culture does not ac : on Kno %, <
attackers or suicide bombers, Katharina v / d define on their own. Von Knop :

: woul R !
2 male model instead of assuming roles thel)z;y in leadership and maintaining organi.

eto i i
believes that women have a greater rol pvon Knop argues. Female warriors differ

zat .()“S Il[ey (l() not ]leed to '“u.tate males - .
i ts.
from [helr male Courlterpar

. . i '(D S E
K rgyzstan Suggests that t :

N o : ils e
that provid; sgcial &rgggiz;tll(: :}?edaiéﬁzizsflflmer_ She is extremely critical of the :(})lv
Laura Sjoberg : esearch sho ‘
scholarly litcratur? on women and terrorism. For (tjhe rr:io::h[;irtf:; 1}11:;:] ers -~ discuss‘:;’ ig;
studies of women in terrorism are generally ignored, an » - volved i ) .
o “ i they are “women involved in ter- tive
it is in gendered terms. They are not “terrorists, y : oy
rorism,” she says. There are exceptions but most scholars and analysts CO}?C u le at bec
women play some type of nebulous role in terrorism. They cannot define t i role, and "
they do not seem to care to do so. Media presentations follow the same tack. Women ger
are neither significant nor worthy of analysis. . o
Sjoberg vehemently disagrees with such characterizations. Women, she writes, do
have a special place in terrorism; women are terrorists in the same way that men are
terrorists. There are terrorists who happen to be women, and they have been around
for quite some time. There is also no feminist perspective on terrorism; rather, there b S
are feminists who study terrorism in a variety of ways. Sjoberg says that scholars and o
other researchers are reluctant to study political and criminal violence among women .
because doing so violates idealized notions of womanhood, Their behavior should be
studied from a variety of feminist perspectives, Sjoberg concludes. Such studies would .
enrich the field.
Sjoberg has a point. Women are playing an increasing role in terrorist opera-
tions in all types of organizations. Groups with revolutionary or feminist objectives .

: ave even developed their own paths to ter-
rorism, and they sustain them without assistance from groups dominated by men. ‘

Finally, while gender-specific roles exist, Sjoberg is correct. There are both men and

women who happen to be terror; i i i
o el pp tists. Each gender can be deployed with certain tacti-

\ abnormality faj] to grasp the nature of ter
and strategic mistakes, Fo
Central Asia js an expression of

¢, women in Afghani-
itical leaders in the
are less effective than
S€ assumption in such

males‘ making similar decisions (
cases is that women cannot e

Holman et al.,, 2011), The fal
ffectively respond to terrorism,




Women play jm,

functions they perfor )

focus on methgds tor; :er;"(: methods for countering them. Most counterterrorist tactics

sertion shenid he foeund nt young men from joining terrorist groups, The same at-
On young women, Anything else s a tactical miscalculation,

ort. i .
portant roles in terropigm, Research should focus on the types of
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@ Sels. > What roles do women tend to play in differing types of terrorist groups?
Check > Why do Americans generally ignore female terrorists?

> Why have reésearchers in general failed to study the roles of women in terrorist groups?

Emphasizing the Points

The tactics of terrorism are straightforward and simple, but they are employed in in-
novative ways. The study of terrorism is complex as a result of tactical innovation.
Force multnphers—technology, transnational support, religion, and the media—en-
h'ance the.power of terrorist groups. Technological atracks can be made more effec-
tive by using WMD, cyberattacks, and/or economic targeting. Suicide bombing has
become a particularly terrorizing tactic, but there is no single explanation for either

 SUMMARY OF CHAPTER OBJECTIVES
* The six basic tactics of terrorism are bombing, arson, hijacking, assault, kidnap-
ping, and taking hostages. Terrorists employ these tactics in a variety of ways,

* Force multipliers increase terrorists’ attacking power without increasing personnel.

* Force multipliers include technology, transnational support, media coverage,
and religious fanaticism.

¢ Technology can enhance striking power when it is employed as a weapon or
when it becomes the target of an attack. Any form of technology may be used.
Cyberterrorism is a growing threat. Computer systems can be infected, or data
can be stolen. Terrorists or other enemies might attack computer controlled sys-
tems to cause a catastrophic failure in the economic sector or infrastructure.

* Technology also increases the lethality of potential weapons, giving them the
potential for mass destruction. Biological agents include bacterial and viral
weapons. There are four types of biological agents: (1) natural poisons, or
toxins that occur without human modification; (2) viruses; (3) bacteria; and
(4) plagues. There are four types of chemical agents: (1) nerve agents, (2) blood
agents, (2) choking agents, and (4) blistering agents. Radlologlcal. weapons are
closely related to chemical weapons, and they could be used by dispersing high
doses of radiation in a conventional manner.

Nuclear terrorism involves the potential employment of a nuclear bomb..There
are two methods for constructing a nuclear device. The simplest m'ethod is to
use HEU in a homemade bomb. The other methoq would be to gain cor}trol of
an existing device. Some scholars and analysts believe that this will not ldafppen,
and others think that it will. Regardless, the United States is not prepared for




